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In this episode

Sara and Daniel interview author Alex White, who is a science fiction and horror writer, best-known for
the Salvager series and their tie-in novels for the Aliens and Star Trek franchises. In this episode that
explores ReadICT Category 6, a book set in space, Alex talks about their newest novel, August Kitko and
the Mechas from Space, why writing speculative fiction can be cathartic, and why sci-fi is so much more
than “big robots punch each other.”

About Alex White

Alex White was born in Mississippi and has lived most of
their life in the American South. Alex is the author of the
Starmetal Symphony Trilogy and The Salvagers Trilogy as
well as official novels for Alien and Star Trek. They enjoy
music composition, calligraphy and challenging, subversive
fiction.
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More about Alex White

Alexwhite.com
Facebook

Instagram: @the_alex_white

Books by Alex White
The Starmetal Symphony #2: Ardent Violet and the Infinite Eye (December 2024)

The Starmetal Symphony #1: August Kitko and the Mechas from Space, 2022
Star Trek Deep Space Nine: Revenant, 2021

Alien: Into Charybdis, 2021

The Salvagers #3: The Worst of All Possible Worlds, 2020

The Salvagers #2: A Bad Deal for the Whole Galaxy, 2018

The Salvagers #3: A Big Ship at the End of the Universe, 2018

Alien: The Cold Forge, 2018

Every Mountain Made Low, 2016

Books, films & other media mentioned in this episode
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

Galaxy Quest (film)

A Star is Born (film: 1937, 1954, 1976 & 2018)

Final Fantasy XIV (2010 video game)

Star Trek Deep Space Nine (television series)

Dune series by Frank Herbert

The Martian by Andy Weir, 2014

Ten Low by Stark Holborn, 2021

The Space Between Worlds by Micaiah Johnson, 2020
Those Beyond the Wall by Micaiah Johnson, 2024
Nophek Gloss by Essa Hansen, 2020


http://www.alexrwhite.com/
https://www.facebook.com/alexwhitewriter/
https://www.instagram.com/the_alex_white/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hitchhiker%27s_Guide_to_the_Galaxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galaxy_Quest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Star_Is_Born
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Final_Fantasy_XIV_(2010_video_game)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Trek:_Deep_Space_Nine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dune_(franchise)

Topics discussed in this episode (with timestamps)

e About August Kitko and the Mechas from Space 03:05

e Anime influences 06:25

e Sci-fi and queer representation 08:11

e Music and sci-fi 15:38

e The August Kitko theme song (yes, really) 21:24

e Neurodivergent and Queer identities and August Kitko 25:46
e How speculative fiction helps us explore “big” concepts 41:50
e Common misunderstandings of the sci-fi genre 52:54

e What is space opera? 57:00

e Working in established universes (Aliens, Star Trek) vs. their own universe 1:04:09
e What's next 1:13:29

e Alex's reading recommendations 1:15:42

Relevant links to topics mentioned in this episode
New York Public Library (blog post): A Beginner’'s Guide to Mecha (April 4, 2019)

BBC.com: “The theramin: The strangest instrument ever invented?” (November 12, 2020)

Know your meme: Fully Automated Luxury Gay Space Communism

Soundcloud.com/countermeasures

BBE Music: J Jazz: Deep Modern Jazz from Japan 1969-1984

By Arcadia: “Science Fiction as a Tool for Social Commentary” (Kazanci, H., April 2, 2023)

Film School Rejects: “Adventure Awaits: A Brief History of Space Opera” (December 15,

2017)

Scientific American: Quantum Entanglement Isn’'t All That Spooky After All (February 13,
2023)

Eco Capitalism (or green capitalism)

Link to episode transcript

If you enjoyed this episode, please like, share and subscribe!

Listen on Spotify
Listen on Apple Podcasts
Watch on YouTube



https://www.nypl.org/blog/2019/04/04/beginners-guide-mecha-manga-anime
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20201111-the-theremin-the-strangest-instrument-ever-invented
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/cultures/fully-automated-luxury-gay-space-communism
https://bbemusic.bandcamp.com/album/j-jazz-deep-modern-jazz-from-japan-1969-1984
https://www.byarcadia.org/post/science-fiction-genre-as-a-cultural-apparatus
https://filmschoolrejects.com/adventure-awaits-brief-history-space-opera/
https://filmschoolrejects.com/adventure-awaits-brief-history-space-opera/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/quantum-entanglement-isnt-all-that-spooky-after-all1/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/quantum-entanglement-isnt-all-that-spooky-after-all1/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eco-capitalism
https://wichitalibrary.org/BooksMore/Podcast/Pages/rrr_s4e6.aspx
https://open.spotify.com/show/6lyaxsyarKuAhNZ6RG3YmS
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/read-return-repeat-a-readict-podcast/id1571198285
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVlv43L8P5PfCo7cuLa781w

Read Return Repeat is a production of the Wichita Public Library. For links to past episodes,
show notes and more, visit wichitalibrary.org/podcast.
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